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Msgr Marchitelli
Mike Moskowitz
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The Friends of Ten Mile River, Inc.
(FOTMR) is a non-profit Corporation under
the laws of the State of New York. FOTMR
consists of past and present TMR staff,
campers, volunteers and other supporters of
TMR. We are a private organization separate
from the Alumni Association, the profes-
sional Staff of the Council, and have no legal
affiliation with the Boy Scouts of America.

We provide volunteers and support to Ten
Mile River. This includes donations of equip-
ment for summer program activities for the
Scouts, service projects and volunteer assis-
tance such as inspections.

The Red Dot Trails is the official newsletter
and is published quarterly. FOTMR continues
to work with other GNYC committees, espe-
cially the Camping committee towards the
improvement of the TMR reservation.

_. r‘#& From The Desk of

F- The Editor

As winter begins to wind down, my Troop, and | know many
of yours are preparing for the summer camp kick off meeting.
So it is natural that my mind starts to drift away into warmer
times, the Ordeals, wilderness engineering weekends, staff week
and the day we take our Units to summer camp. In these unpre-
dictable times, it will be difficult for any of us to treat this sum-
mer with a business as usual attitude. | am however encouraged
to know that TMR serviced our youth through many other trou-
bled times, the depression era, WWII, and the NYC economic
crisis of the 70's. Together we can again make it happen, not
only for our youth, but for the sanity we as adults receive by
getting back to nature, far away from life’s stress, and being
able to put things in perspective and understanding the impor-
tance of Scouting upon one’s own self.

| also see that our active membership has not only realized,
but come to terms with the fact that we have gone a bit adrift
and have begun to reposition our sails in order to take advan-
tage of the changing wind conditions. We are refocusing on our
core values, understanding that fellowship is the hallmark of our
organization in an effort to grow our ranks and to provide more
long-term, meaningful service to Ten Mile River.

This issue is packed with stories that show that we have al-
ready righted the ship in the turbulent seas, and we are sailing
full steam ahead, not only working internally, but externally with
the Council, the Museum and other scouting organizations. We
have positioned ourselves once again to fulfill our mission state-
ment and provide the most benefits based upon our resources
for the reservation and our youth.

Yours in Brotherhood,

Robert Ponso

Greater New York Councils Current Goals

o Sustainable Traditional Member-
ship Growth

« Improving Quality of Unit and
Group Programs

o Create a $1-Million Innovation
Fund

Compiled from a letter sent by Charlie Rosser, GNYC Chief Scout Executive.
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< President's Message -

In November 2008, at the request of GNYC, Robert Ponzo and I had dinner with Charlie Rosser, Bob Madsen and Lex
Jervis at Blue Smoke in NYC. GNYC invited us out in response to the content of the prior newsletter. The previous issue
had struck a number of nerves throughout GNYC and the inclination was that much of the content was inaccurate and in-
sulting. 1 decided that only Robert (Newsletter Editor) and | (President) would take the meeting to keep it manageable. Re-
gardless of the individuals that wrote the content, as President I’m ultimately responsible and stand by anything the Friends
of Ten Mile River publishes or verbalizes.

GNYC objected to the content of the previous newsletter, indicating that there were inaccurate statements made by The
Friends of TMR. Charlie indicated that he sees value in organizations such as the Friends of TMR, as he’s had experiences
with them in the past and understands their genesis. He said that his door is always open, and that in the absence of correct
facts we should feel free to pick up the phone and call him to get the straight scoop. He added GNYC has nothing to hide
and that he (Charlie) expects everyone on his staff to answer questions truthfully, honestly and openly. Many employees of
GNYC read the newsletters of FOTMR, and want to work with FOTMR, appreciate the support of FOTMR, and want to
continue in partnership to drive the scouting program.

The conversation continued down the path of clarifying and correcting the statements made in the newsletter. The topics
discussed were around The Council’s drive to get back to traditional scouting; the definition of traditional scouting being
youths that wear the proper, full uniform, work on advancement towards Eagle and participate in outdoor programs as a part
of a Boy Scout Troop run by volunteers. There was discussion on how GNYC was launching a renewed focus and priority
on traditional scouting and broadening their efforts on fundraising. We discussed the new structure of the Council that is
designed to drive the aforementioned goals. Finally we talked about the future of TMR, and GNYC confirmed that there
are no plans to sell it and rather that filling the place with traditional scouts (over time) was the priority. good, bad or indif-
ferent. That’s our job.

Continued on next page

ANNUAL DINNER—A BIG SUCCESS

Continued from Front Page

The highlights of the evening were many. After a welcome by our President , Joe Tosto, members and
their families enjoyed the great selection of food , placed bids on the ever popular silent auction, and pur- Fon
chased raffle tickets for the 50/50 and prizes (the main prize this year was a beautiful handmade quilt com- g %‘-1
posed of multiple scout themes and symbols created and donated by Mrs. Maura Pinnavaia. President Tosto -
resumed the program by introducing the GNYC Director of Camping Services and FOTMR member Bob
Madsen who discuss the summer program and the plans for 2009. »

One of the things we have been doing every year at our dinner is honoring one of our own for out-
standing service to both FOTMR and TMR itself. This year’s honoree certainly fit the bill. Mr. James \\‘
Shaughnessy is one of our founding members. He has been one of our “rocks”, not only being at just about
every single event and service day we have ever had, but actively helping to run many of them. Jim also Jim delivers his
has a very long history of both serving as a TMR staffer and a camp volunteer, not to mention his dec-
ades of service as a troop leader and OA leader in Queens. Congratulations Jim for an honor well de- acceptance speech
served. Jim was presented with this years honor by both our current President Joe Tosto and our Presi-
dent Emeritus Frank Rickenbaugh.

The primary purpose for the annual dinner is to raise money that we could specifically earmark towards program equipment at TMR.
This years dinner was no different, the proceeds were added to last years, and we were able to donate over $2,100 towards the purchase
of new shotguns for the shooting sports programs at TMR (see related article).

Putting the dinner together every year requires many dedicated people working behind the scenes. Among those we need to thank is
our current Activities Chairperson- Andrea Heller for overseeing and coordinating this fine event; Treasurer-Paul Campisi for putting us
back in touch with the Kerryman; former Board Member Alex Fung for putting together the silent auction of sports memorabilia, Colin
and Anthony Pinnavaia for putting together and running this years program game of “Scout Family Feud”, Permanent Board Member
Dave Ezzo and new member Bob Goss for calling many members about the dinner and Secretary Mike Moskowitz for his logistical
help.  See everyone at next years dinner!

By Mike Moskowitz and Robert Ponzo
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STEAKOUT FALL'OS8

A Good Day on All Fronts Including Membership “Iﬁ//

By Michael Moskowitz and Robert Ponzo é k

The 2008 GNYC Steakout was held on Sept 6 at Alpine Scout Camp and was very well
attended by Scout leaders from all five boroughs. The FOTMR had a table at the entrance to the Cub World Dinning
Hall where the “Midway” was setup and gave us a high degree of visibility. We were able to sign up several new
members, collect dues from existing members, sell a few sales items and handout our flyers. It was also a good time
for those Board members present to catch up, reorganize our supplies and update our information.

One of the more interesting parts of the day was a speech given by the National Chief Scout Executive, Bob
Mazucca on the future of the BSA. He was introduced by fellow FOTMR member and newly appointed GNYC VP
for Program, Tom Bain. With the 100" Anniversary of the BSA coming up in 2010, Mr. Mazucca spoke about the
action items our entire movement must take if we are going to be around another hundred years. National has a mas-
sive marketing campaign in the works that will touch every Council and have a direct tie in to the 2010 National
Jamboree. Editor’s Note: Several of our members have already participated in a preliminary meeting for the GNYC
100™ anniversary committee. Much of the marketing philosophy centers around the BSA taking back control of their
own image and story. Mr. Mazucca also spoke about the tragic loss of life last summer at the lowa Scout Camp that
was struck by a tremendous tornado and the impact it had on all.

We would like to recognize and thank the FOTMR Board members who helped staff the table this year: Paul
Campisi, John Farrell, Dave Gingras, Andrea Heller, Colin Pinnavaia, Anthony Pinnavaia, Jim Shaughnessy,
lan Pinnavaia and Mike Moskowitz.

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
Continued from Page 3

The Friends of TMR will always support GNYC in its efforts at Ten Mile River, even when we do not agree with policies or
decisions that are made. We will not punish the scouts by withholding service or the donation of program items. Do rest assured
however, that we will continue to report our opinion on the observed activity. GNYC has a tough task ahead of them and we are
here to help towards driving the vision of having a Ten Mile River that is once again filled to capacity. 1f GNYC is serious about
getting back to the core, traditional values of the scouting program that the founding members of the FOTMR grew up in, then we
are exciting to share that journey.

Personally, I was very appreciative of GNYC’s professional approach to resolving an issue that rustled so many feathers and
personally “hurt” some of the readership. During dinner | took the opportunity to explain how the Friends of TMR came to be,
starting with a visit to TMR in 1996, being upset with what we saw and how the organization was born in the living room of one
of our permanent board members. | also went on to explain the purpose, mission and goal of the Friends of TMR.

I’d like to take the opportunity to re-iterate that message here for the benefit of all, including our own membership. Organiza-
tions such as the Friends of TMR are not born during good times. Organizations such as ours are born as a result of being dissat-
isfied or being in disapproval of significant pieces and portions of our lives that have shaped us into the people that we are today.
With no sons of my own, | continue to participate in a Boy Scout Troop as a committee member, and when asked why, my re-
sponse is that “scouting is part of my DNA. It’s basically who | am”. Much of who | am was shaped at Ten Mile River in the
scouting program.

To this end, it’s the purpose of the Friends of TMR to watch, comment, criticize and complement GNY C on their handling of
TMR and the NYC scouting program. The Friends of TMR are NOT the TMR Alumni, we are not an alumni organization, nor
are we funded by the scouts — we are an independent watch dog organization.

The Friends of Ten Mile River does two main things — we give stuff, not money to TMR for the scouting program and we
provide service in the form of bodies and labor for service projects at Ten Mile River. We use the newsletter to report on what
we observe and host dinners and mug-o-ree’s to raise funds for these tasks. That’s it.

To further clarify the definition of “stuff” — we give program items such as water trampolines, go carts and shotguns. We do
not donate buildings, structures or computers. In terms of service, we show up with our tools to build picnic tables and tent plat-
forms and participate in post camp inspections.

It is the sincerest objective of the Friends of TMR to print and report the correct facts. However, it is our mission and respon-
sibility to have opinions and observations based on what we see, including an editorial piece in every Newsletter that is based
solely on personal opinions. The FOTMR board has over 100 years of combined experience and therefore we have seen many
things and have had many experiences. We have seen the best and worst camp directors, staff members and TMR support staff.
We have also lived through and with the results of the tenure of the aforementioned roles while giving up our personal time away
from our families. We have paid for scouts to go to camp with our own money because of the place that TMR has in our hearts.
So, when we see the “less experienced” run TMR head down a path that we’ve either personally traveled or observed, we’re go-
ing to verbalize the anticipated outcome —

Page 4



The Red Dot Trails Staff was saddened to learn of the passing of Ed Gettel, retired OON %

ranger from Ten Mile River, since our last issue. Ed served as a Ranger, mechanic
and Sr. Ranger at Ten Mile River for many years, retiring from the Greater New York
Councils in May 1, 1997. There was no wake or funeral. Donations in Ed’s memory

can be made to Victory Junction Gang, 4500 Adam’s Way, Randleman, NC 27317 E I
or online at www.victoryjunction.org” d Gette

Camping Committee Coverage:

While John Farrell and lan Pinnavaia, will continue to serve on the various GNYC ® \ o \
Camping Committees, Sub Committees, etc- they feel it is very difficult to also fully

represent FOTMR all the time at these meetings as well. Joe Tosto and Frank Rick-

enbaugh will help determine coverage at these meetings and how we can best serve on

the TMR Task Force.

Memorial Day Weekend Service:

It was decided to go back to doing our annual service on the Saturday of Memorial Day Weekend.
Colin Pinnavia will make arrangements with the Council, and. coordinate with Jim Shaughnessy
since he will be taking this role over on June 1.

FRIEND’S DONATION TO TMR PROGRAM

One of the ways in which the Friends of Ten Mile River, Inc. tries to help the Scout program at TMR is by financial
donations towards specific program equipment or items for the Scouts to use. What we have done in the past is ask the Direc-
tor of Camping what new or replacement item(s) did TMR need? Once GNYC purchased the items they would provide us
proof of purchase and we would make a financial donation towards the cost of those items. The amount we donate every year
is directly tied to our dinner proceeds — so that is why it so important for all of us to support the annual dinner.

This year was no different. Last year it was indicated to us that TMR needed new shotguns for the camps shooting
sports programs. But the Council was unable to purchase the guns till this past summer, so we held onto the proceeds from
last years dinner and added it to this years dinner proceeds. And after Bob Madsen, GNYC Director of Camping Services
sent us a copy of the invoice we made a presentation to the Council a check of almost $2,200 to cover the cost of the pur-
chased shot guns.

This year also gave us another unique opportunity to make a donation to support a program
event. At the end of the summer Shu- Shu- Gah Lodge, Order of the Arrow #24, played host to the OA
Section Conclave at Camp Keowa. As part of Saturday night program and show, a fantastic fireworks
display was presented. The Friends of TMR was able to make a financial donation to put the display on.
It was enjoyed by hundreds of Arrowmen from around the section. Yet another memorable time at TMR!

FoTMR Member Ofiers New TMR Production To Museum

Robert Ponzo, a permanent board member of FOTMR and Editor of this newsletter, recently met with key TMR Museum
Trustees including Hal Rosenfeld (a FOTMR member), Karl Bernstein, Dave Malatsky and Bernie Sussman. He presented
his offer to create a high impact multi-media show to visitors of the Museum using lights, sounds, images, video and even
animatronics about the history of TMR. Robert has been creating Scouting shows since a youth, including starting the Na-
tional OA Conference Video crew in the early 80’s, over three decades of Shu-Shu-Gah Lodge Ordeal shows and several OA
Section and TMR promotions shows for the Council. All in attendance seemed enthusiastic, but were highly concerned with
the lack of available space in the Museum, the current downturn in the economy, the effort upon the Council, and future
direction of TMR. It was agreed that a multi-year approach would serve all well, by first creating a base show and enhancing
it year after year as money and space allowed. Although Robert had planned to survey the existing space in December with a
few Trustees, it were postponed until the Spring due to a large snow storm. If anyone would be willing to help or support
these efforts on behalf of FOTMR, they can contact Robert via email editor@friendsoftmr.org. We will keep you posted as
plans progress.
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The Friends of Ten Mile River
Special Occasion Giving Fund

Birthday @ Graduation e Eagle Ceremony
Anniversary e Get Well Wish e Promotion
Retirement e Condolence e and more

There are many occasions to celebrate, congratulate,
or remember someone who has dedicated one’s
own self to the Scouting movement.

What better way to honor the person then by furthering
the cause that is so near and dear to each of us.

We would be more than happy to earmarking the
donation to a specific program such as a TMR campership,
or a program item in one of TMR camps.

How To Participate:

1. Complete the information below and return it with your
tax deductible donation to the Friends of Ten Mile River

2. We will send a gift card to the person designated (the
amount is non-disclosed)

3. Acknowledgement will be sent to you and listed in the
subsequent “Red Dot Trails” Newsletter (unless re-
quested not to do so).

Send Acknowledgement Card To:

Name:

Address:

Your Name:

Address:

Your Message:

or the Name of Deceased:

Amount $ Date:

Please return this form with a check to:

The Friends of Ten Mile River, Inc.
94 Gardiners Avenue
PMB # 273
Levittown, NY 11756

FOTMR BOARD AGAIN ELECT
RICKENBAUGH AS PRESIDENT

Written By Michael Moskowitz

The FOTMR Board of Directors held their annual executive
session, as mandated in their by-laws on December 6", 2008. One
of the key items was the election of the new officers that will
begin serving a two year term on June 1, 2009. Some seated
Board members decided to not run for an elected position again,
while some new and familiar faces will be returning to elected
positions. Our current President, Joe Tosto and current Execu-
tive Vice President, Msgr. Tony Marchitelli decided to not run
again and will revert back to just their Permanent Board member
positions on June 1. President Emeritus Frank Rickenbaugh was
elected to serve as President again and John Farrell, currently
serving as a Board Member At large, was elected to serve as Ex-
ecutive Vice President. Other changes included current Service
Chairman Colin Pinnavaia, who will step down in this role but
serve as a Member At Large. Permanent Board Member and re-
cent honoree Jim Shaughnessy will take over as Service Chair-
man. Andrea Heller who has been serving as the Activities Chair
is also moving to an At Large position, while lan Pinnavaia will
move into the Activities slot. lan had been in an At Large posi-
tion. Joining the Board for the first time is Bob Goss in an At
Large role. Bob is an Eagle Scout from Queens, had served on
the Keowa staff in the 1980’s and currently resides in Florida. He
was very helpful recently in handling phone and email communi-
cations for the dinner.

We also have three people leaving the Board after many years of
service. Charlie Hart, Lusi Hart and Anthony Pinnavaia de-
cided to not seek another term as Board Members At Large.
Many thanks to them for all of their hard work and dedication to
our organization. We know that they will still be there to support
FOTMR in the years ahead.

New FoTMR oOfiicers
June 1, 2009 to May 31, 2011

President: Frank Rickenbaugh
Exec VP: John Farrell
Secretary: Mike Moskowitz
Treasurer: Paul Campisi
Service Chair: Jim Shaughnessy
Endowment Chair: David Munoz
Activities Chair: lan Pinnavaia
Web Master: Brian Yovine
Newsletter Editor: Robert Ponzo
Member AT Large: Bob Goss
Member At Large: David Gingras
Member At Large: Marc Yovine

Colin Pinnavaia
Andrea Heller

Member At Large:
Member At Large:
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Sustained Traditional Membership Growth?
Editorial Comments by Tom Lemme

Support for the traditional program and all working together to accomplish these ends? Yep it sounds really
good from our chief scout executive. Real good this time....but then again 4 years or so ago it sounded real
good when | first heard it at the GNYC commissioners meeting at that lawyer’s office in midtown. We all heard
then, when Mr. Rosser first met with us, just what we all wanted to hear.....but realistically he knew that when
he said it anyway. We had also heard similar calls to reform from Charlie’s predecessor, Dan Gasparo.

Why is this action plan different now, why should we believe it would work this time? Because we are all in
this together now; like we were all on different pages back then. You see we were working with scouts for no
pay at all because we loved the program, while the professional staff was raising money none of which trickled
down to my troop... well you get the idea. What | find most ominous is that Mr. Rosser says now that the days
of, “I donate my time not money,” are over. Implying that the council’s current precarious situation may be
due to some lack of financial commitment on the part of the volunteers. Why 1 find this troubling is, any per-
son who has volunteered to run a troop knows the amount of money he or she gives freely to promote the pro-
gram. The monies the professionals raise, we all know, none of it goes to the troop directly so when a tent or a
cook kit or propane or groceries are needed the volunteer leader often, makes his financial commitment there.
For me over the years this is in the tens of thousands of dollars. But I speak only for myself.

I'm not at all insulted by Charlie’s comments; as a matter of fact it is a poor sword that doesn’t cut both
ways. I'm glad he has acknowledged the monetary donations the volunteers have always made and will con-
tinue to make for the program. The way | see it the time of “I work for the council so | don't need to volunteer
my time,” is also over. Mr. Rosser, we are leaving on an overnight this weekend and need adult drivers, and
supervision all weekend, have your staff assemble at the church parking lot at 5 PM. .....Thanks for the team-
work....

Note: The opinions expressed above are those solely of the author and my not reflect the views of
The Friends of TMR, it Board or its members. Constructive opinions for or against are welcomed to
be submitted.

Baden Powell’s Farewell Message To Scouters %

To my Brother Scouters and Guides:

Cecil Rhodes said at the end of his life (and I, in my turn, feel the truth of it), "So much to do and so little time to do
it." No one can hope to see the consummation, as well as the start, of a big venture within the short span of one life-time.

I have had an extraordinary experience in seeing the development of Scouting from its beginning up to its present
stage. But there is a vast job before it. The Movement is only now getting into its stride. (When I speak of Scouting I in-
clude in it Guiding also.) The one part which I can claim as mine towards promoting the Movement is that | have been lucky
enough to find you men and women to form a group of the right stamp who can be relied upon to carry it on to its goal.

You will do well to keep your eyes open, in your turn, for worthy successors to who you can, with confidence, hand
on the torch. Don't let it become a salaried organization: keep it a voluntary movement of patriotic service. For in my ex-
perience once salaried, fundraising to ensure continued staff pay becomes a priority over delivery of the program to the scouts.

The Movement has already, in the comparatively short period of its existence, established itself onto a wide and so
strong a footing as to show most encouraging promise of what may be possible to it in the coming years. Its aim is to pro-
duce healthy, happy, helpful citizens, of both sexes, to eradicate the prevailing narrow self-interest; personal, political, sectar-
ian and national, and to substitute for it a broader spirit of self-sacrifice and service in the cause of humanity; and thus to de-
velop mutual goodwill and cooperation not only within our own country but abroad, between all countries. Experience shows
that this consummation is no idle or fantastic dream, but is a practicable possibility - if we work for it; and it means, when
attained, peace, prosperity and happiness for all. The "encouraging promise" lies in the fact that the hundreds of thousands of
boys and girls who are learning our ideals today will be the fathers and mothers of millions in the near future, in whom they
will in turn inculcate the same ideals - provided that these are really and unmistakably impressed upon them by the leaders of
today.

Therefore you, who are Scouters and Guiders, are not only doing a great work for your neighbor's children, but are
also helping in practical fashion to bring to pass God's Kingdom of peace and goodwill upon earth. So, from my heart, | wish
you God-speed in your effort.
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Condolences to the Poidomani and Quintero families on the loss of Matilda
Quintero, sister of FOTMR Board member Sal Poidomani. The family has
asked that donations be made to the Susan G. Komen Breast Cancer Foun-
dation

Condolences to the Ezzo family on the recent loss of Dave’s father-in-law

Condolences to the Gervat family on the passing of Fred’s mother

Condolences to the Gettle family on the recent loss of long time TMR Ranger
Ed Gettle

Condolences to the Morgenstern family on the recent passing of Muriel
Morgenstern, wife of Mitch Morgenstern, Chairman of the Jack Kohler
Foundation

Condolences to the Roccio family on their recent loss

Condolences to the Jamison family on the recent passing of Mrs. Jameson

Congrats to Megan and John Colella on the recent birth of their son

Congrats to all of our new Life Members

Congrats to Tom Bain on becoming the GNYC VP for Program

Congrats to President Emeritus Frank Rickenbaugh, members Tom Bain and
Fred Gervat, as well as Henry Stern and the late “Chief’” Stump on being
honored this year at the TMR Hall of Fame

Congrats to Pete Purrington on his recent completion of his military service and
good luck in the new job

Congrats to John Roccio and Atif Sabur on passing their Eagle Boards of Re-
view

Congrats to Lorraine and David Munoz on the recent birth of their daughter

Congrats and Good Luck to the new elected FOTMR officers
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